
In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

– JOHN 1:4-5 (ESV)
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Dear Northside Family,

When Jesus came to this earth he fulfilled the prophecy in Isaiah 9:2, “The people who walk in darkness will 
see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them.” Jesus described Himself as the 
Light of the World. People who were living without hope suddenly were filled with hope and purpose as Jesus 
touched their lives. With His arrival, Jesus PIERCED THE DARKNESS and the blind were able to 
see, the lame walked, and those in bondage were set free.

As a church we are called to follow Christ’s example. Today, all over the world people sit in darkness without 
hope.  They are blind and live in bondage to this darkness. We are called to share the light of Christ with them. 
This is our mission as a church to share the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ with those who live in 
darkness. We have seen the spiritually blind regain their sight and those who are in bondage to sin being set 
free. We have seen Hindus turn from worshipping dead idols to worshipping the living Christ. We have seen 
people leave the dead works of religion to find life in Jesus Christ. We have seen orphans and widows find love 
and acceptance in Jesus Christ. We have the privilege to witness people walking in darkness who see the 
great light of the gospel and are saved.

All of this happens in response to our prayers, our giving and our caring. We are so thankful for the love and 
sacrifices you make so that others can escape the darkness. People are being saved and set free! You are 
making a difference!

We hope this magazine helps you to see how God is using your sacrifices to get the gospel from our own 
community to some of the darkest places on the globe. You will be able to read about and pray for our mission 
partners. You will see how God is using them to tell the story of Jesus and to share the love of Jesus. We hope 
this causes your hearts to praise the One who empowers these believers and their ministries to tell others of 
the Good News about the wonderful grace of God.

I want to encourage you to pray about how God wants to use you in this world of darkness. How does He want 
to shine the light of the gospel through you? Together as we pray and give and go, we can pierce the darkness 
with the light of the gospel and see lives transformed by the power of the risen Christ.

Rocky Purvis Steve Allen 
Senior Pastor Pastor of Ministry / Missions 
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Jerusalem Missions Budgeted Amount

Daybreak 1,000
LaVie Pregnancy Center 1,000
International Friendship Ministries (International Students) 1,000
Iglesia Bautista Nueva Vida 2,400
Mission Columbia 15,000
Outside the Walls 1,000
Lighthouse for Life 2,000
Operation Christmas Child 1,500
Total Jerusalem 24,900

Judea and Samaria Missions
Annie Armstrong 3,750
Appalachia Mission Trip 2,000
Send Cities 7,000
Disaster Relief 1,000
Total Judea and Samaria 13,750

Ends of the Earth Missions
Aibun People Group 20,000
Andrew and Angie Sutton – Haiti 2,500
Awadhi People Group 6,500
Chile 500
Southeast Asia (Matt and Bettina Mattos) 14,500
Euseys 4,000
Lottie Moon 45,000
Open Doors USA 2,000
Samaritan’s Purse 1,000
Global Hunger Relief 4,000
Total Ends of the Earth 100,000

Community Awareness 2,000
Global Missions Celebration 4,500
Other Mission Projects and Support 4,850

Grand Total 150,000

2019 Missions Budget



Daybreak Ministries envisions a community where every person is transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
empowered to make Christ-centered choices that lead to an abundant life for the individual, their families and 
the life of the unborn.

Daybreak’s Mission is to extend grace, speak truth, build connections and offer hope in a compassionate manner 
to ensure that everyone in our community is empowered to choose the abundant life that God intends for us all.

OUR 2018 CLIENT NUMBERS
■ 700 PREGNANCY TESTS AND OPTIONS CONSULTATIONS
■ 375 FREE ULTRASOUNDS WERE GIVEN
■ 164 MEN WERE MENTORED
■ 638 PHYSICAL NEEDS WERE MET
■ 53 CLIENTS RECEIVED CHRIST AS THEIR SAVIOR
■ 62 BABIES WERE SAVED FROM ABORTION
■ 2 POST-ABORTION BIBLE STUDY GROUPS

2,005 TOTAL CLIENT VISITS WERE MADE IN 2018

We seek to best empower our community through three focus areas: 

Prevention
Youth Programs  |  Bible Studies  |  STD/STI Testing  |  Speaking Engagements

Relationship Classes

Intervention
Pregnancy Testing  |  Limited OB Ultrasounds  |  Abortion Pill Reversal  |  Prenatal Vitamins

Pregnancy Options Consultations  |  Mobile Medical Unit

Attention
Birthing/Parenting Classes  |  Fatherhood Program  |  Adoption Referrals

Taylor’s Boutique (baby items)  |  Abortion Recovery Assistance

3

Daybreak Ministries
Daybreak LifeCare Center

1601 St. Julian Place in Columbia
(803) 771-6634

www.daybreakcola.org
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Client Story:
When Allison* came to the center, she was undecided 
about carrying her pregnancy. (Allison is a believer, 
attended a Christian college, and is married to a man 
whom she met in college). Her initial intentions on her 
intake indicated that she was undecided. Despite her 
faith, her uncertainty had more to do with her 
relationship with her husband. At the conclusion of her 
time with her client advocate, she remained undecided. 
At her ultrasound appointment, she was alone and 
because her appointment was the last of the day, that 
allowed our Nurse Manager to spend an extended 
period of time with her. Allison was very open with her 
concerns and situation with her husband. When the 
image of her baby appeared on the screen, she began 
to cry. With the realization that there was a baby with a 
beating heart growing inside of her, she exclaimed 
through her tears, “This is my baby and I love it 
already! I’m going to be a mom!”

“Now to Him who is able to do far more
abundantly than all that we ask or
think, according to the power at
work within us, to Him be
glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and
ever. Amen."

Ephesians 3:20-21

*Denotes name change for confidentiality
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For 37 years International Friendship Ministries (IFM) has provided local churches opportunities to show God’s 
love through hospitality and practical help, ministering to the spiritual needs of international students and 
scholars.

International Student Ministry is a very strategic and cost effective way for Northside members to reach the over 
2,000 “Ling’s and Xin’s” from over 100 countries living at our doorstep. They can be reached in the comfort of your 
homes! Thank you for your partnership!

Remember in Prayer:
• Pray we would be faithful to minster to all the international students and scholars whom God has  brought
 (and is still bringing) into our lives.
• Pray God would raise up more churches and individual Christians to minister to international
 students/scholars and their families at USC and other area colleges and universities. We are only reaching
 out to 15% of over 2000 internationals at area colleges and universities – the ministry is people to people. 
 There is more work to do!

Dr. Raj Aluri, President
International Friendship Ministries
610 Pickens Street
Columbia 29201
803-799-3452
Email: info@ifmusa.org
Website: www.ifmusa.org

Here is one testimony:
Over the years, IFM staff and volunteers have been able to speak into the lives of hundreds of International 
Students studying in the Columbia area. In 2007, a couple came from China to study at USC. Ling was working 
on his PHD, and very busy, but his wife Xin had more time. When Marilyn went to visit them in their home after 
meeting them at the annual Welcome Banquet, she invited them to come to church. They started coming and 
over the years they had an open heart to the Lord. Four years later they left for Houston where Ling worked on 
his Post Doctorate. It was there that, through getting drawn into a Student Fellowship Group, Ling gave his life 
to the Lord. His wife soon followed with a strong commitment. Today Ling works in a University in the NE of the 
States and their family of five head up the Chinese Student Fellowship. Marilyn still disciples Xin regularly 
through Skype and is continually blessed by their commitment and heart to reach others with the Gospel.

Dr. Aluri, was born and grew up in India, where he received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree and a Master’s degree in Political 
Science from the Osmania University, Hyderabad, India in 1973 
and 1976, respectively. In September of 1976, Dr. Aluri came to 
the United States as an international student to pursue further 
studies at the University of South Carolina in Columbia. Dr. 
Aluri founded International Friendship Ministries in 1981 with 
the encouragement and support of several churches.

International Friendship Ministries
610 Pickens Street

Columbia 29201
803-799-3452

www.ifmusa.org
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The Good Samaritan Clinic (GSC) and Iglesia Bautista Nueva Vida are ministries that work with the Hispanic 
community of Richland and Lexington counties. The GSC provides free medical services to those without medical 
insurance and cannot afford medical expenses because their low income. The GSC shows the love of God by also 
providing spiritual counseling, presenting the plan of salvation and provide evangelical literature. 

To God be the Glory, Iglesia Bautista Nueva Vida is now meeting at 1702 Holland St. in West Columbia SC 29169 
(at Suburban Baptist Church building). – Pastor Ruben Navarrete and Dr. Lidia Navarrete (Director of Columbia 
and West Columbia Clinics, Dental and OB/GYN)

Remember in Prayer:
• The GSC need more providers (Doctors and Nurse Practitioners)
• The work of Iglesia Bautista Nueva Vida: There are challenges! Pray that God will
 always be with the church family and pray for His presence in their lives. 
• Please pray for the pastor, who has been sick. 
• Pray for the Hispanic community, who have experienced suffering in different
 ways, but mostly they be sensitive to God’s word.

A family highlighted in last year’s magazine, tells how Martha, a single mother and 3 children (ages 4, 8 and 
11 years old) had faced an unexpected tragedy when she lost her husband, who was working a construction 
job in Florida. Iglesia Bautista, surrounded her with financial and prayer support while the clinic provided 
Martha the care and assistance she needed. Martha started to cook and sell tamales and other food to sustain 
the house and her children. 

UPDATE: Martha and 2 of her children were baptized last year and continue to be faithful members in the 
church. God is blessing them, providing for their needs. God is good!

Iglesia Bautista Nueva Vida
and the Good Samaritan Clinic

The Good Samaritan Clinic
1316 Leaphart Street in West Columbia

803-796-4484
www.goodsamaritansc.org
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Mission Columbia is a community outreach ministry that provides a food pantry and free clothing distribution 
to needy Lexington County residents. This ministry was started by Bill Windham, and is now in it`s 30th year. The 
present coordinator is Ronnie Bullock who has been serving for 9 years and the mission presently has about 17 
volunteer staff members.

Our mission goals include helping needy families with food and clothes, donated by generous families mostly 
from Northside members past and present. Each month we help families like:

 

We also serve as an agency with Harvest Hope Food Bank to obtain and distribute food throughout the year. 
Mission Columbia and members of Northside Baptist Church assist with the annual “Food From The Heart” 
annual food drive, which collects food for Harvest Hope Food Bank, which in turn distributes the food to many 
needy families in Lexington County. – Ronnie Bullock (Mission Columbia Coordinator)

• Mr. Paul who lives with two veterans of war, taking care of them by feeding, bathing and taking them to
 doctor appointments. Each month we love to encourage Paul by praying with him and to give him hope in
 Jesus for a better future. 
• Mark lives with many mental health problems but still manages to come see us once a month. MC works
 with a local pharmacy to make sure Mark is able to receive his medicine and can afford it. Mark doesn’t
 trust many people but states he trust us because we listen to his concerns, are patient, and talk to him
 about his salvation. 
• Diana is a blessing to the mission every month she visits! She brings JOY that only comes from Jesus
 Christ! Asking us to pray with her for her family is always an honor.

Mission Columbia

This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

John 15:12

Mission Columbia
1320 Leaphart Street in West Columbia

(803) 926-3020
www.northsidebaptist.org/missions/local/
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Mission Columbia is an 
outreach ministry of  Northside 
Baptist Church. This ministry is 
designed to reach out to the 
community and help families with 
food, clothes and hope for a 
better future.

Our hope at Mission Columbia is 
that our presence in the community 
will change lives, make a difference, 
and be a shining radiant light for 
those around us.

Remember in Prayer:
• Pray for staff  as we take opportunities
 to share the Gospel with our clients.
• Pray for Harvest Hope and Mission
 Columbia that we both maintain
 adequate levels of  staple goods for
 distribution to our clients.
• Pray for MC staff  to be sensitive to our
 clients’ needs while at the same time
 using discretion in each unique situation.
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Lighthouse for Life is here to teach the people of South Carolina about the realities of the current plague of 
human trafficking, not just globally or nationally, but right here in their own communities. We strive to EDUCATE 
and raise awareness about human trafficking in order to provide people with the knowledge and tools needed to 
EMPOWER them to detect the warning signs of potential human trafficking situations in an effort to protect their 
own communities. Our mission exists to engage the South Carolina community, to increase awareness and to 
RESTORE victims of human trafficking to physical, spiritual and emotional wholeness through understanding, 
love and support.

Lighthouse for Life intersected with 23 victims and survivors of human trafficking in 2018. Each one has a unique 
and painful story of how they wound up in “the life.” Each demonstrated remarkable courage as they try to make 
their way out. Here is just one of their examples; the name and places have been changed for the sake of honoring 
her story and securing her safety.

Her name is Salina and she’s originally from Nashville, TN. Her parents worked good jobs, provided for her well but often 
were away from home due to work or social engagements. Salina was born with a physical disability. She was able to 
attend regular public school, but she needed some accommodations and her “difference” made connecting with other 
students harder as she got older. At the age of 15, she met the boy of her dreams. At first she thought he was simply too 
good to be true. Could he really be interested in her? Time proved her right and she threw her young heart at his feet, 
desperate to feel loved, valued, affirmed and cared for. 

Fast forward 7 years, and we see a very different Salina. Now she goes by the name “Ruby.” She no longer lives in 
Nashville but has been in so many cities she simply cannot name them. Her boyfriend turned out to be her trafficker. He 
isolated her, broke her trust and used her physical disability to his advantage. In spite of all she’s been through and by 
God’s grace alone, Salina stumbles across a post made by Lighthouse for Life on social media. She starts “following” our 
account. After reading posts for who knows how long, she takes a risky and brave step and sends us a message via the 
social media account. Her very first question was “He says its legal for him to let his friends do things to me for money 
because he’s my boyfriend. Is that true?” From there the story unfolds over many months and the end result was Salina 
moving from victim to survivor. It wasn’t an easy journey. It wasn’t pretty and it’s not over. However, we praise God to the 
highest mountain tops for the absolute honor of Him using this ministry through a social media post to “bring freedom to 
the captives.” (Luke 4:18). She came to us and we were able to work with her, connect her to the right people and she is 
currently living in safety. What a miracle!

Lighthouse for Life
Lighthouse For Life

7320 Broad River Road, Suite K 247 in Irmo
www.lighthouseforlife.org
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This is just one of so MANY examples of the way the Lord has allowed Lighthouse for 
Life to impact lives and facilitate positive change across the country in 2018 in our 
fight against sex trafficking and exploitation. Lives just like Salina’s are still out 
there waiting for rescue and all that 2019 holds belongs to YOU and all of our 
Lighthouse for Life family. We are so much stronger collectively than we would ever 
be on our own. At Lighthouse for Life, we are who we are and we do what we do 
because of partnerships and support from YOU.

Remember in Prayer:
• We now have been fully licensed and contracted by DSS. That process took 4.5 years. Please join us in praising
 God so very much for allowing that process to be finished. 
• The ONLY thing hindering the safehouse in Richland County from housing female survivors ages 12-21 is the
 absence of a complete caregiving staff. We currently still have 5 spaces we need to fill. Would you please ask
 the Lord to send us just the right people to live and serve in the safehouse to show these young ladies the
 Gospel of Christ through love, care and service on a day to day basis.
• Please join us in praising God for His perfect timing!

Average Age of Recruitment
Nationwide is ages 14 - 16

Identified Victims
in South Carolina

198

In 2017
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Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan’s Purse, delivers gift-filled shoeboxes to children in need in 
more than 100 countries around the globe.  From children to seniors, people pack shoebox gifts each year to bless 
children in need around the world. Parents often use the project to teach their kids about giving. Year-round 
volunteers support these efforts across the country. The amazing journey of a simple shoebox gift begins with you 
and results in Evangelism, Discipleship, and Multiplication. 

EVANGELISM: The Gospel is shared with children in multiple ways as they open their shoebox gifts. In addition to 
hearing the Gospel before they receive their shoebox gift, children also receive The Greatest Gift, a storybook that 
shares the message of salvation. 

DISCIPLESHIP: Then, the children are invited back to participate in The Greatest Journey – a 12-lesson 
discipleship course, which includes Bible stories and Scripture memorization. They learn how to follow Christ in 
their daily lives as they share Him with friends and family. More than 14.9 million children have enrolled in this 
program since 2009. God has used these shoeboxes to transform lives and entire families.

After completing The Greatest Journey, children attend a graduation celebration and receive a certificate. Most 
importantly, they are given a Bible that includes the New Testament and selected Old Testament stories along 
with a dictionary of Biblical terms and a map of Bible lands. Complete with illustrations, it is often the first copy 
of God’s Word the child, or their family, will own. Family and friends who attend the ceremony hear the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Hearing the Good News and testimonies during their loved one’s graduation reinforces the changes 
they have seen in the students’ lives, and their families often come to faith in Christ.

MULTIPLICATION: Since 2009, more than 6.9 million children have reported decisions for Christ while taking The 
Greatest Journey. These children as well as those who hear the Gospel at shoebox outreach events share their faith 
with friends and family – who in turn disciple others.

Operation Christmas Child
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Pastor Waisea Liwaiono hosted an Operation Christmas Child outreach in Vunika, a rural community in Fiji 
that had no church. He then invited the children to attend The Greatest Journey discipleship program. As the 
students gathered for Bible lessons, their parents grew curious and began attending too. The local 
witchdoctor became a believer and offered his property as a place for the new church to meet. Today 80 people 
attend regularly, and five additional churches have been started in surrounding villages!
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Lexington County has the 7th highest abortion rate of all 46 South Carolina counties. (SC DHEC 2017) LaVie Pregnancy 
Care Center is the ONLY center located in Lexington County.  Our mission is to provide Christ-centered support to the 
physical, emotional and spiritual needs of women and men facing difficult pregnancy decisions by offering 
life-affirming alternatives to abortion, promoting sexual integrity and offering restoration to those who are suffering 
from the trauma of a past abortion.

The goals of LaVie are that:
• Lives will be saved
• Lives will be transformed

We believe this can only be done through the power of
Jesus Christ, which is why the gospel is shared and
applied in every aspect of this ministry.

Open since November, 2017, LaVie has provided over 1200 vital services including pregnancy tests and ultrasounds. 
Of the abortion-determined or abortion-vulnerable women who have come to LaVie, 84% have chosen LIFE for their 
child!

Numerous women have completed our abortion recovery program called Set Free and are on a path to healing from 
suicidal thoughts, drug and alcohol addiction, depression, anxiety and many more of the indicators of post-abortion 
syndrome.

Our male mentors specifically address the concerns and fears of the father of the unborn child. Man to man, they walk 
through truth, their role as protector and provider and are pointed to the One who is relentlessly pursuing them.

The power of the Lord is on display through so many of our client stories! Not only have we seen lives of the unborn 
saved, we’ve seen women accept the Lord as their Savior. We’ve shared the Gospel with those who are Hindu, Mormon, 
Jehovah Witness, Atheist, Agnostic and those who have designed their own god to suit their lifestyle. 

Women have committed to sexual integrity, reconciled relationships with parents and siblings and experienced healing 
from physical and emotional pain. We’ve ministered beyond the pregnancy in situations of miscarriage, losing a loved 
one, deep wounds from childhood, domestic violence and sexual trauma.  

The county of Lexington is exploding in growth. Because of that, we are confident the need for the services of LaVie 
Pregnancy Care Center will grow as well. 

Linda Brown, 
Executive Director
linda@laviesc.org

Remember in Prayer:
1. That the Lord would continue to bring the abortion-determined and abortion-vulnerable women to LaVie and do a
 work in their hearts that only He can do so that they choose life for their unborn child and that they would respond
 with complete acceptance to His gift of salvation.
2. That each member of the body of Christ in our community would not act with complacency or indifference in the
 battle for the unborn.  That they would engage in this ministry prayerfully, through hands on and financial
 support, making an impact on life for eternity!

LaVie Pregnancy Care Center
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1271 Calks Ferry Road
Lexington, SC 29072

803-996-4673
www.laviesc.org
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Outside The Walls began when a couple of guys got together and envisioned using their talents and skills with 
construction “outside the walls” of the church. They found that the need is great among, primarily, the elderly and 
single moms, who could not repair or perform needed projects for their homes. Many times, these people would 
just “make do” and go without.  

Outside The Walls seeks to bless those with needs! For more information
or to join their team, you can contact the coordinators by email.

Rashaun Ford (shaundf@hotmail.com)
or Travis Salsbury (Tsalsbury@aol.com)

Reaching out to those around them, they were able to coordinate a group of 
individuals who had the same vision to reach these folks by helping them with 
their home repair project, but even more importantly, reaching out to them with 
the love of Christ and sharing the Gospel. 

As they receive a name of an individual, they will meet with them to evaluate 
the need and coordinate with others to make the project a reality. They have 
done all types of handy-man work, including clear brush and landscape, 
replace light fixtures, repair household items, replace rotted wood and provide 
light construction. The service they provide are projects the homeowners could 
not do themselves, whether it be physically or financially. While there is a 
budget for their projects, they volunteer their time and they find that God 
continues to provide supplies above and beyond what they’ve budgeted for!

Outside the Walls

There is a story of Mrs. Judy, a senior adult and widow, who fell through her decking and was unable to free 
herself until emergency services arrived. She was injured and realized that her deck had become a hazard that 
she had no way to repair. Once the Outside the Walls group found out, they were able to meet with her and 
replace all the rotted wood, creating a new and safe deck for her. Our team arrived ready to pray with her and 
share the gospel, but she immediately asked them if she could pray for them! What an encouragement for our 
team to have this precious lady, with such a need, bring so much joy! She enjoyed being outside with them 
and was so very thankful.  Everyone was blessed!
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Loving Compassionate Care
Children have a safe, secure, loving environment at Connie Maxwell, providing a home for some children who have 
been abandoned, abused, or neglected and some who have been placed by loving caregivers going through 
difficult situations. In addition to the main campus in Greenwood, Connie Maxwell Children’s Home provides 
residential care and family support through satellite locations in Chesterfield, Mauldin, Orangeburg and Florence. 
Each year more than 200 children of diverse needs and backgrounds call Connie Maxwell home. Some children stay 
as little as a few months, others for many years. Some arrive alone, others with siblings. Most are between the ages 
of six and eighteen. Children who remain through high school graduation receive financial support for college.

Connie Maxwell Children’s Home is making a difference in
the lives of children and families because of the kindness
of those who give prayer, time, and the financial resources
needed to operate this vital ministry.  

Remember in Prayer: our cottage parents, our children’s
biological families; our health, our school grades; our spiritual
growth, and for God’s provisions.

Bobby, a recent graduate shares his thoughts on his time at Connie Maxwell:
I have been in and out of Connie Maxwell my whole life. I don’t really remember much about the first time I came, 
except that I was nervous and scared. But, there was just something about this place that felt like home. Connie 
Maxwell has helped so much to prepare me for my future, both spiritually and mentally. Looking back on the time 
I have been here, there have been some bad times and a lot of good, fun times. Connie Maxwell has helped me 
by shaping me and molding me into a man that I am proud to be. Connie Maxwell is important in my life, 
because it is like one big family to me, from the students, to the staff. God has blessed me with a lot of good 
experiences since I have been here – from Mrs. Betty taking me and my cottage brothers fishing, helping Mrs. 
Brenda build the garden in the back of Hamilton Cottage, and Mr. Michael and the rest of the enrichment staff 
taking us on lots of fun and exciting trips. Connie Maxwell has also blessed me with a safe place to sleep, food 
in my stomach, clothes, medical care if I needed it, and just a fun and safe environment to be in. I just want to 
thank God for leading me to this wonderful place. As you get older, you appreciate how much the staff at Connie 
Maxwell really does care, and how much they really want to help you succeed in life. God has a plan for every 
person at Connie Maxwell, and as long as you continue to worship and praise Him, He won’t let you down.

Connie Maxwell Children’s Home
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https://www.conniemaxwell.com/
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Part of your gifts to Global Missions go to the ANNIE ARMSTRONG offering which supports missions through the 
North American Mission Board (NAMB). NAMB exists to help every church take its next step in missions and 
encourage every believer to live on mission. NAMB’s mission field is the United States, Canada and the U.S. 
territories of Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Guam and American Samoa. This region contains diverse ethnic groups, 
languages and religions. Over 273 million people in North America do not have a relationship with Jesus Christ.

NAMB supports more than 5,000 missionaries and more than 3,800 chaplains who serve in difficult places where 
the gospel is often not welcome. It is so encouraging to hear all of the stories about how God is at work through 
our church planters in North America.

Annie Armstrong
www.anniearmstrong.com
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Follow me! Those two words seem so simple, but they carry so much responsibility. In Mark 1, Jesus uttered those 
words, calling for his future disciples to follow Him and begin winning people for the kingdom of God. Why does 
Jesus call us? He wants us to follow him, to experience and watch Him work, to learn and grow spiritually and 
become a reflection of Him. We also read in James 1:22, “But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely 
hearers who delude themselves.” 

For the past 14 years, folks from Northside have stepped up to that call and followed Jesus into the mountains of 
Eastern Kentucky to be doers of the Word, to share God’s love with a culture that desperately needs hope. While 
there, this group puts together Vacation Bible Schools for both children and adults. Adult VBSs are held in several 
adult centers including a nursing home. The Children’s VBSs are held in the morning at a children’s Daycare and 
in the evenings at different churches. They conduct a food drive at local grocery stores to replenish the food 
pantry, and toward the end of the week kit up several boxes of the food and go into the hollers to share the love of 
Jesus along with the food. Through these various ministries, they have been able to share Jesus with whom they 
come in contact. His hand is all over this trip, you see it’s not just a mission trip it is a spiritual journey.  We go to 
serve, to help, to share and we end up being served. It is truly life changing. However, you must go with the right 
mindset; To be a doer as James tells us not just a hearer.

Over the years there have been many “God” moments. Just last 
year at one of our Adult Centers, a man by the name of Denver, 
who is bent over and strapped in a wheel chair came to know 
Jesus. He asked us to baptize him. After gaining permission from 
the facility, we set up an area, had him unbuckled from his chair, 
he leaned over and was baptized. I helped place him back in his 
chair and buckle him in and noted the tears of joy streaming 
down his face. Did I mention that the center had not only their 
staff and other clients but had folks from their corporate office 
visiting. Most of which also had tears in their eyes. God is good! 
The next day a lady walked into the center and Denver looked up 
and shouted “hey, I was baptized!” God is working!

Appalachia

Evangelism is about our
willingness to go.
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Up the mountain about 45 minutes from where we are staying is a little coal mining community called Pathfork. 
Here we find Pathfork Missionary Baptist Church with only a few members. We have been leading VBS here since 
we started this mission journey. We pull our vans into the hollers and blow the horn. The children come running, 
get on the van and off we go to VBS. We have met so many children and have heard just as many stories of life in 
these hollers. These children want to be loved and for someone just to listen.  

There is hope and we have seen our Lord in action. Over the years many of these kids have come to Jesus, some 
have moved on and are spreading the word, others stay and share His love as they can.                                                                                                                                                                                     

So why do we go? We go because Jesus has tapped many over the years and said follow me... To be doers of the 
Word. We go to share the Gospel, plant the seeds, build the relationships, and watch Jesus work. He doesn’t need us 
to go, He wants us to share in His glory as lives change in Eastern Kentucky. – Jim & Nancy Harris (Team Leaders)

The stories will bring tears to your eyes; one such story is about a teenage boy named Raleigh. He had been 
coming to VBS for many years and was now 18-19 years old. While talking with him, I asked where he lived. 
He said, “up yonder.” Keep in mind that could mean next door or 10 miles up the road. I then asked who he 
lived with and he said his daddy and brother. He then said as matter-of-factly, “don’t have a momma, she 
was killed, murdered in a drug deal gone bad.” He didn’t blink an eye – it was a way of life in the hollers. The 
Holy Spirit is in these hollers cultivating the seeds that have been planted. One such seed was planted in 
Raleigh during VBS.

“Then I heard the voice of  the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?
And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” – Isaiah 6:8
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Send Cities – Baltimore
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Up the mountain about 45 minutes from where we are staying is a little coal mining community called Pathfork. 
Here we find Pathfork Missionary Baptist Church with only a few members. We have been leading VBS here since 
we started this mission journey. We pull our vans into the hollers and blow the horn. The children come running, 
get on the van and off we go to VBS. We have met so many children and have heard just as many stories of life in 
these hollers. These children want to be loved and for someone just to listen.  

There is hope and we have seen our Lord in action. Over the years many of these kids have come to Jesus, some 
have moved on and are spreading the word, others stay and share His love as they can.                                                                                                                                                                                     

So why do we go? We go because Jesus has tapped many over the years and said follow me... To be doers of the 
Word. We go to share the Gospel, plant the seeds, build the relationships, and watch Jesus work. He doesn’t need us 
to go, He wants us to share in His glory as lives change in Eastern Kentucky. – Jim & Nancy Harris (Team Leaders)

Reach the Cities
It’s been said if you reach the cities, you’ll reach the nations. With 83 percent of the population now living in 
metropolitan areas, the major population centers in North America are vital mission fields for kingdom growth 
and influence.

Northside has chosen to embrace Balitimore, as we have prioritized its work in North America in the cities with 
the greatest spiritual need throughout North America

Dubbed “a city of neighborhoods,” Baltimore, Maryland, is home to hundreds of districts and more than 2.8 
million people. About 40 miles northeast of Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Maryland, has a long history of 
renovation and reinvention. In the last century alone, the city has rebuilt itself time and again. An estimated 
1,500 buildings were destroyed in 30 hours during the Great Baltimore Fire at the turn of the 20th century. But 
after months of renovation, the city and the community emerged stronger and better. In the 1960s, much of the 
population left the city center for life in the suburbs, exposing downtown to financial depression and urban decay. 
However, revitalization efforts in the 1980s drew people back, and today the city is growing in every direction.

It also has more public statues and monuments per capita than any other city in America. “Our city is full of 
monuments that testify to what God has done in the past,” says Brad O'Brien, church planter and pastor of 
Redeemer City Church in Baltimore, “but now we’re asking God for the gospel to become a movement that spreads 
throughout the entire city.” There are only 252 active Southern Baptist congregations. This leaves just one 
Southern Baptist church to every 9,925 people. Statistics also show that crime, poverty and the spread of 
diseases such as HIV are all on the rise. The need for the gospel here is great.

Close to the nation’s capital, it is a city of influence as well as a place in great need of people who care and who 
are willing to invest in today for brighter tomorrows. You can make a difference here.
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Disaster Relief
http://www.scbaptist.org/dr/

We were trained in Disaster Relief (DR) the weekend before we retired. After our first callout, the Lord 
affirmed that DR is for us!  We have been to many places in the US and beyond, meeting countless people 
that love the Lord and want to serve people as a result of that love. We have also been blessed to meet 
some disaster victims. In Galveston after Hurricane Ike, a man asked why we traveled all the way from 
South Carolina to help. That question allowed us to talk with him about the love of Jesus. Homeowners in 
Alabama that sustained tornado damage also expressed wonder that we would drop everything at home 
to come help remove downed trees from their property. Again, we had the privilege of telling them about 
Jesus’ love for them. We have served in Louisiana, New Jersey, New York, Chile, and several times in South 
Carolina.

Disaster Relief (DR) is an excellent ministry for people that enjoy serving others. Some DR work interacts 
directly with the victims, and some is behind the scenes. Some work is physically demanding, and some 
is less tiring.  Before we started in DR, we had no clue how to help those impacted by a disaster, other than 
donate to a reputable charity. We have since learned that most of us can participate in some aspect of DR: 
mass cooking, chain saw, child care, laundry, shower, mud out, ash out, chaplaincy, rebuild and others.  

If you are interested in serving others in their time of need, please think about Disaster Relief. The web site 
http://www.scbaptist.org/dr/ contains a lot of good information. DR service is more rewarding than you 
can imagine! – John and Joye Bailey
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Last year, we were able to travel to the Aibun area to look for partners “on the ground” that we could join in 
reaching the Aibun people. Travelling with World Nations International and Northside members, we were able to 
make some positive connections. We discovered a hospital that has developed a renewed vision for reaching this 
people group. They are working not only through the hospital, but are initiating community development projects 
in Aibun areas.  

We also discovered a business that is owned and operated by a committed Christian who has a passion for 
sharing the gospel. It is possible that “employees” of this business could also be a part in sharing the gospel. We  
saw many opportunities for developing agricultural platforms that would benefit the Aibun people, also giving 
opportunities to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. Pray for us as we seek the Spirit’s direction in developing 
these partnerships so that we can glorify God through planting churches among the Aibun people.  Today, there 
are no churches among this people group.
   
The Aibun people live in one of the harshest climates in the world. The temperatures are high throughout most of 
the year, and rainfall is infrequent. The banks of their river are narrow making farming difficult. For want of water 
and rich soil, most of their land has never been able to support a large population for long periods. 

The saddest fact about the Aibun people is that almost 100% of them do not know Jesus as Savior. They are 
deceived and believe they must work hard to reach heaven. They are never sure if they have done enough. They are 
looked down upon by their neighbors but we know that Jesus died for them. He wants them to know the hope of 
eternal life and forgiveness. That is the reason we made the commitment as a church, three years ago, to embrace 
the Aibun people. We have prayed for them. We also have given finances to reach them. 

Today, because of your sacrificial gifts, we have enough funds to send a missionary and their family to the Aibun 
people for one year. Our greatest need is to find people God is calling to go to the Aibun people and serve for a 
month or for several years. Please pray that God would raise up these individuals quickly, so we can begin 
reaching this desperate people with the Gospel.

The Aibun People
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My one ambition is to proclaim the gospel where the name of the Messiah is not known. – Romans 15:20
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Andrew & Angie Sutton – Haiti

We are Andrew and Angie Sutton.  We have 4 beautiful girls: Faith (8), 
Glory (6), Lily (3) and Rose (1).  We serve alongside the Hands and Feet 
Project here in Grand Goave, Haiti. We help oversee a Children’s Village 
where we currently have 17 kids in our residential facility, 8 boys in our 
transition program and 9 young adults we’ve helped transition into the 
community either with extended family or a close friend.

Andrew volunteers at Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) in Haiti two 
days a week as an aircraft mechanic and pilot. MAF works in Haiti to 
help reach isolated people to further God’s Kingdom. He flies to several 
airports throughout Haiti to help transport Haitians, missionaries and 
also does some medical flights. A short 20-minute flight can safely 
transport five people over a mountain that otherwise requires a four 
hour drive over a windy often dangerous mountain road.
– Andrew and Angie Sutton (Site Directors)

“The ache for home lives in all of us. We long for a safe place... where we’re accepted, loved, and known. But 
for many of us here in Haiti, a safe place is hard to find. My name is Daniella. I’m 16 years old. This is my story. 
When I was a young girl my family was broken apart. Without consent, my uncle took me to an orphanage near 
Leogane. The owner of the orphanage was a bad man. We were kept hungry, dirty and sick. When we would ask 
for food, the staff would throw rocks and hot coals at us. When we resisted, we were beaten, treated like 
animals. We would climb the wall just to look for a safe place... but we couldn’t escape. We had no place to 
go. No place to rest. No place to call our own. But God, in His love, sent Pastor Lex and his friends to deliver 
us. We were rushed away to a new place where we were cared for and loved. This was the home we were 
longing for. At Hands and Feet Project, we had everything we needed. God gave us a new, loving family. God 
sent Andrew and Angie, my godfather, Pastor Maniol, our caregivers and house moms and our family room 
sponsors. They mean so much to us! God gave me friends. Hermana, Marie-Love, Daniana, Lucien, and 
Christella. We get to go to church and to school. Even though I’m the funniest kid in my class, I still finish all 
my school work on time. Here, we are safe, we are cared for, we are loved. This is the way God saved me. This 
was my story home. My prayer for you, and the brothers and sisters left behind in Haiti, is that each of you find 
your way home too. Help us provide a way home for more children in Haiti.” – Daniella Jean Pierre

GLOBAL MISSIONS CELEBRATION 2019PIERCING THE DARKNESS

https://www.handsandfeetproject.org
andrew@handsandfeetproject.org

angie@handsandfeetproject.org
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Remember in Prayer:
• Please join us in praying for boundaries, balance and self-care in our lives.  It’s ALWAYS a struggle when you
 live ON your ministry site. There are always needs. Pray that we would be sensitive to His Spirit’s leading.
 Pray that we would be sensitive to when He is leading us to say “yes” and when to say “no."
• Pray for our marriage- that it would continue to grow stronger and that He would give us His wisdom in
 raising our girls here in a foreign culture. 
• As our HAF kids get older and ready to move out, pray that God would continue to lead them in the ways He
 has for them. Pray that we would be able to give them godly counsel and help walk them through those big
 decisions.  
• Would you join us in praying for spiritual growth and a deepening of faith for these HAF kids and staff? Pray
 that they would make wise choices that honor the Lord and that they would stand up against the social
 pressures of the world. Pray for their walks with the Lord to be strengthened and deepened in a real and
 authentic way.

While flying passengers on a normal day the main base 
called and asked if Andrew could fly a medical evacuation 
flight after he dropped off his passengers. Andrew flew 
two paramedics to the northern part of Haiti to pick up a 
young man, Jakenson, who had been in a serious 
motorcycle accident. When they landed the paramedics 
went to pick up Jakenson at the local hospital. They 
returned with Jakenson, who was unconscious on a 
stretcher, as they were doing rescue breaths for him. He 
was loaded into the airplane on the stretcher next to the 
paramedics who had his life in their hands. It was a tight 
squeeze with Andrew and two paramedics with their 
equipment, Jakenson on a stretcher and his guardian in a 
six seat airplane! After a 30-minute flight they were met 
at the airport by an ambulance who took Jakenson to an 
advanced hospital. After five weeks in the hospital and 
multiple surgeries, Jakenson was discharged and 
returned home on another MAF flight to continue his 
recovery at home.
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South Asia has been a land of darkness for many years. Specifically, India is now on the top-10 watch list for 
Christian persecution. As reported by Open Doors USA, in the most recent year at least 12,500 Christians and 
about 100 churches in India have been attacked – and this is only from documented incidents. The good news is 
that God continues to work in a mighty way, making His name known to Hindus, Buddhists and Muslims.

In our 14th year of ministering in South Asia, we are incredibly blessed to partner with our national pastor, a 
dedicated man of God who, with his family and staff, work tirelessly to spread the Gospel to the unreached people 
groups of South Asia. We love them all and are so thankful for their ministry to the Awadhi People. Read his most 
recent letter to Northside on the following page. – Donna Scarboro (South Asia Team Leader)

Awadhi People Group

GLOBAL MISSIONS CELEBRATION 2019PIERCING THE DARKNESS
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Remember in Prayer:
• Pray for God’s provision and protection from persecution, both from the authorities and from the villagers as
 we seek to spread the gospel throughout South Asia.
• Pray for the government, that they would open up to religious freedom.
• Pray for new evangelists on staff, that they would be bold and unwavering in the face of opposition.

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who promised to be with us till the end of the age! 

We thank God for the year 2018 and are grateful to Him for what He has done! God helped us to plant 25 new 
house churches and now we have 110 communities. 250 believers witnessed to follow Christ through water 
ceremony and in 72 villages, Prayer Cells going on where seekers are being helped to follow Christ.  We thank 
God for blessing the efforts of 18 servants of God along with their families who are carrying the God-given task.

In 2018, we had oppositions and threatening from the people who reject the love of God. Our staff were beaten, 
taken to police, and restricted, but God in His grace protected all of us thus far. This is because of the prayers of 
saints like you who are standing with us. I John 4:4, the One who is in us is Greater than who is in the world, so 
with His strength we are able to march forward in the battle field.

During the Christmas season, God opened doors in many new villages and we were able to bless them by sharing 
the gospel in the name of “Carols.” We were able to visit 290 villages. Even though we were restricted to 
celebrate Christmas from the government, God brought many new people to come and worship Him and came to 
know the purpose of Christmas. Kindly pray for the follow-up work to be done in the coming months in order to 
plant a community.

We are thankful to God for the VBS, offered two times in 2018.  We had 280 children to participate and took 
decision to accept Christ as their Savior and follow Him for the rest of their lives. Our theme was “Get 
Connected.” Some were able to connect with God for the first time, some took decision again to be connected.

God helped us to train and equip 140 local leaders (young adults/men/women) from all our communities. God is 
using them in their villages and through them we are able to go to new villages to reach with the good news.

In Adult Literacy Projects, 150 students were graduated in the different villages. Now they can read the Bible in 
their own language. God is speaking through His Word and using them to share the good news with others.

Through Sewing Project, 35 women are trained with tailoring skills and taught to rely on the living God. Their 
lives are changed and due to this their families are being blessed. They have hope in Christ and many women 
accepted Christ and took baptism and loving God.

We take this opportunity to thank you for standing with us with your valuable prayers and support. We look 
forward for your support and partnership in this New Year 2019 and coming years. May the good Lord bless each 
one of you with His promise from Psalm 91:15.
 
Love and grace of God be with you all!

Devaraju & Sheela

1 John 4:4:  You are from God, little children, and have overcome them, because greater is He who is in you 
than he who is in the world. Psalm 91:15. He will call upon me and I will answer him, I will be with him in 
trouble, I will rescue him, and honor him.
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Northside has partnered with a small church in Chile to help grow one of their mission church plants. We travel 
to Catemu, a rural community north of Santiago, to do the work they have planned. During previous trips, we have 
helped with Backyard Bible Clubs, taught evangelism classes, ministered to the men and women in the 
community, handed out tracts, visited countless homes and shared the Gospel in a variety of ways.

Many people in Catemu recognize “the North Americans” when we visit, and ask why we come to their small 
community. This opens the door for us to tell them our story and God’s story. They listen carefully, and some have 
prayed to receive Christ during our visits. Although we go there to help with the work, we know that the Holy Spirit 
is working continuously in Catemu. – John & Joye Bailey (Chile Team Leaders)

During the day, the team members go door-to-door in 
neighborhoods, inviting children and adults to an evening time of 
Bible Clubs for the children and an evangelistic Bible Study for 
adults. On the first night of our most recent mission trip to Chile, 
Patricia arrived at the evening event, but decided to leave; she 
had no interest in hearing about the things of God. There was also 
a young woman, Ariadna, who our team had met at her home, then 
crossed paths a second time handing out flyers. That night was 
their third encounter; she arrived that evening then also decided to 
leave. Pastor Steve invited them both to stay, had a short 
conversation and asked them if they believed in the resurrection. 
Both said they did not, and Ariadna left. Patricia stayed and 
shared that she had a very hard home-life and was angry with 
God. Steve asked her not to be mad at God;  He is not the enemy. 
He expressed that God loves her and wants to help her. Patricia 
wept.  Reluctantly, she stayed and later that night, Patricia prayed 
to receive Christ. Everyone rejoiced that Patricia was the first 
person during this mission trip to become a Christ follower.

Even though Ariadna did not stay, God did not leave her. For two 
days, she thought on the things she had heard, returned to learn 
more and ultimately gave her life to Christ. Diana, one of our team 
members, welcomed Ariadna into God’s family saying, “Now we 
are sisters in Christ for eternity.” For a young woman with little 
community, this was joyful news! “Really? That’s true?” was 
Ariadna’s response. She was overjoyed to know that God and His 
people loved her and would be her spiritual family. God so 
obviously pursued her. Despite the fact she told the team she was 
not available or interested, the Holy Spirit drew her.  Ariadna 
returned every night after to be a part and help with the children. 
There are more stories of new Christians in Chile. Please 
remember these new believers in prayer: that they would grow in 
their faith and remain in the Word.

GLOBAL MISSIONS CELEBRATION 2019PIERCING THE DARKNESS

Chile
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Remember in Prayer:
• Pray that Pastor Miguel would lead the church as God wants.
• Pray for encouragement for Miguel and his wife Nancy as they travel 40 minutes from their home to the
 church they lead.
• Pray for Nancy as she ministers to the children in Catemu.
• Pray that the men of Catemu would come to know the Lord and seek His leadership in their families.
• Pray that members of the church would be willing to commit totally to the Lord.

Pastor Miguel and Steve baptizing a new believer.
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World Nations International is a non-profit organization that aims to fight hunger and poverty through sustainable 
agriculture and community development projects in vulnerable communities worldwide as a platform to reach 
unreached people groups. Our main project is a Mission Training Center in Indonesia with 55 local Indonesians 
being trained in Theology, sustainable agriculture, business as mission and community healthcare.  We are also 
entering neglected places in South America, Africa and Asia. This year we opened the second base of World Nations 
in Vienna, Austria and our hope is to grow into 5 sending bases worldwide with 5 projects between unreached 
people groups in 5 years.  

Sumatra project started from a small seed of faith when in 2013 Matt (our founder) and Jeverson (an Indonesian 
pastor) decided to start a Mission Training Center to equip and encourage young adults in Indonesia. Today, after 
almost 5 years working to build the MTC, we have 55 young adults studying full time and living on campus. Last 
year the MTC became recognized by the government of Indonesia as a Theological Seminary fulfilling the 
requirements of classrooms, a library, faculty members and being a charitable non-profit organization. The second 
phase of our MTC is the deployment of our students to mission fields in poor, neglected and unreached areas. We 
are so thankful for God’s blessings upon our efforts to reach the lost in Indonesia that we have decided that we 
want to go to other areas in the world and start the same type of project. Our hope is to empower locals with the 
Gospel of Jesus, sustainable platforms and life skills that will help them to thrive on diverse mission fields.

  Matt Mattos
  Executive Director, World Nations International
  contact@worldnationsusa.org
  Mission Trips: missiontrips@worldnationsusa.org

Remember in Prayer:
• Pray for our 55 Indonesian young adults being trained in theology, missions and life skills at our Mission
 Training Center in Indonesia. They will become future church planters among 3 specific unreached people
 groups within Indonesia. Pray for guidance from the Lord, wisdom and a servant heart.
• Pray for the unreached people groups we are targeting, for their hearts to desire truth and for our students to
 have favor among them.
• Pray for each team and mission trip that we have going on this year. We are entering neglected and
 abandoned places in Asia, South America and the Middle East to bring hope and joy.
• Pray for the second base of WNI that was opened in Austria in January, to build connections and partnerships.

World Nations International
137 Flutter Drive

Lexington, SC 29072
(706) 614-1230

worldnationsusa.org
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Right now, our team has regular meetings with people who are 
in various stages of their spiritual journeys. 

One team member gets coffee twice a month with a 
30-something mom to talk about Bible stories. Miyumi* has a 
strong sense of Buddhist and New Age spirituality. She will 
discuss the stories, but it’s hard to tell if they’re getting deeper 
into her heart.

Another team member disciples Mr. Tanaka*, a retired 
salesman who recently came to faith. He is learning more about 
following Jesus through one-on-one Bible storytelling, and is 
eager to go out evangelizing with our teammate in busy areas of 
downtown Sapporo. In fact, our team is learning a lot from him 
about how to approach Japanese people with the message of 
Christ in a way that lowers their defenses.

We also meet with Grace*, a pharmacy student at the nearby 
university, when her busy class schedule allows. She may be the 
only Christian student on her campus of more than 5,000. She 
comes from a solid Christian family and church background, 
but feels uneasy and unequipped to share Jesus with her 
classmates. We meet for prayer and training in witnessing.

*Names changed

Remember in Prayer:
• Good health and rest so that we can focus on meeting with people
• Deeper insight into Japanese culture, for keys to understanding how
 to explain Christ
• Contacts with Japanese who are already seeking truth and
 are ready to discuss spiritual things
• Gospel-breakthrough, traveling along natural community
 lines, transforming families and communities

GLOBAL MISSIONS CELEBRATION 2019PIERCING THE DARKNESS

Evan & Audrey Eusey OMF International – Sapporo, Japan
www.omf.org/us

We serve with OMF in northern Japan on the island of Hokkaido, city of Sapporo. Since arriving in 2011, we've been 
working to share the Gospel in ways that effectively engage with the Japanese worldview. The Japanese are less 
than .2% Christian, despite a history of missionary activity dating back to the 1400s. 

Our team’s vision is to launch the first-ever network of Hokkaido house churches through Bible-storytelling and 
other strategies that new Japanese believers can easily reproduce on their own. We know the Lord can ignite in 
Japan the same kind of church multiplication movement that has swept through countries like China and India.
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Earthquake road damage: the earthquake on September 6, 2018, caused severe architectural and infrastructure 
problems in many parts of the city. Our immediate area had strong shaking, weeks of aftershocks, and 3 days of 
power outage, but no road damage as pictured here.

Even and Audrey Eusey, Atticus (8), Elsa (5), Moses (3), and Baby (due mid-March 2019)
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Well over 100 years ago, a single missionary named Lottie Moon, while serving in China, began writing letters 
challenging the American church to send and support more workers to go there.

Her letters home detailed China’s hunger for truth and the struggle of so few missionaries taking the gospel to 
the 472 million Chinese in her day. She also shared the urgent need for more workers and for Southern Baptists 
to support them through prayer and giving.

Southern Baptists would later name the offering for international missions after the woman who had urged them 
to start it. Lottie Moon’s life is a reminder of why we must give to send and support missionaries serving among 
unreached peoples in unreached places. “Your gifts to Global Missions help support Southern Baptist 
Missionaries in very difficult places. Stories like this happen because you share!”

Lottie Moon

“Why should we not... do something that will prove that we
are really in earnest in claiming to be followers of  Him who, though he

was rich, for our sake became poor?”  – Lottie Moon

https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering
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The Pepper Family 
Larry Pepper was on a trajectory. He was a NASA flight surgeon who was good at his job, active in his 
church, involved as a dad – and possibly headed for space. It wouldn’t be long before he ended up as a 
candidate finalist for a space mission. But God interrupted his plans. As Larry thought more and more 
about his life and its eternal significance, he felt God saying, “You’ve committed everything to me 
except your job.” It soon became evident God was drawing him to walk away. “I was beginning to see 
the world through God’s eyes in terms of lostness,” Larry said. “For me, that meant seeing if I could use 
my medical skills in a way that had more kingdom impact.”

So more than two decades ago, he, his wife, Sally, and their three children packed up and moved to 
Africa – first to Uganda, then Lesotho and Tanzania. Over the years, the Peppers have spent countless 
hours at the bedside of the hurting, leading them to lasting hope in Christ. “We have seen God’s 
faithfulness throughout all of these years as we’ve worked here,” Larry said. “It has been humbling and 
incredible to watch.”

Your Prayers Transform Lives! PRAY for Larry and Sally to maintain endurance in their medical ministry 
and have open doors to disciple the people they meet. PRAY for God to call out more workers to leave the 
United States and serve among the unreached overseas. Pray for them to be sensitive to His leading and 
obedient to the call.
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“Churches of  all sizes have helped. And because
they have, we have seen God work to spread the

Gospel in amazing ways.”  – Larry Pepper
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For over 60 years, Open Doors has worked in the world's most oppressive countries, empowering Christians who 
are persecuted for their beliefs. Open Doors equips persecuted Christians in more than 60 countries through 
programs like Bible & Gospel Development, Women & Children Advancement and Christian Community 
Restoration. Today, Christians are facing persecution and, in some communities, continue to be forced 
underground. 

Open Doors team members still take on risks to resource these Christians living in hostile regions and to 
continually work against persecution wherever it exists. We spend time getting to know persecuted believers on 
the ground, in their communities, and we are often inspired by the strength of their faith in the midst of great 
hardship.

Open Doors USA
www.opendoorsusa.org/
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Indian Couple Beaten After Leaving ‘Old Gods’ for Jesus
Preeti and her husband were tied up with ropes and brutally beaten by neighbors in their community for one 
simple reason: They refused to reject their Christian faith and participate in a local ritual. When Preeti and her 
husband told the people in their village that they didn’t want to participate in the ritual because they had left 
their old gods and found Jesus – it stirred up anger within the community. The couple reports that a group of 30 
to 40 men from the village gathered and chased Preeti and her husband with spears, sticks and swords. At one 
point, they tried to rape Preeti – partially tearing her clothes – before she escaped.

Continue to Pray for Believers in India
Both Preeti and her husband were able to attend an Open Doors training event on persecution preparation called 
Standing Strong Through the Storm. Please continue to pray for the couple – and the countless believers in India 
they represent. Ask God to give the church in India strength and courage in the midst of rising persecution.

*Due to the safety and security of Preeti and her husband, we have not shown their faces.

God Provides an Escape  
Preeti and her husband were separated and she ran to find shelter in another 
house in the village. The family was not a Christian household, but they 
helped hide Preeti for some time. Later, due to a thunderstorm and rain, the 
mob eventually dispersed and gave up the search. When they were gone, 
Preeti took the opportunity to flee to her pastor’s house in another village. 
“Somehow God saved me that day,” Preeti shares with an Open Doors 
partner. Later, Preeti’s husband also made it safely to the pastor’s house, but 
he sustained many injuries and is still recovering. “Though I am still fearful 
to return to my village, I am comforted by God,” Preeti shares.
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Samaritan’s Purse
www.samaritanspurse.org
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Putting a Stop to Human Trafficking
Every person is created in the image of God. Human trafficking – the exploitation of men, women, and children in 
order to gain a profit – is therefore a crime against both humanity and our Creator. “It’s a form of slavery,” said 
Samaritan’s Purse president Franklin Graham, who returned from a trip to Southeast Asia. “And this is happening 
today.”

This modern-day slavery has become a global crisis with an estimated 27 million victims. Some are taken by 
force. Others are deceived by promises of a better life. By force or coercion, trafficking victims are compelled to 
work against their will in a wide range of settings including factories, brothels, houses, streets, farms, and 
fishing boats. Many are abused beyond comprehension.

Samaritan’s Purse is working to prevent the horrors of human trafficking primarily through education and 
prevention programs in vulnerable communities. We also work with Christian partners to help restore victims.

Through these efforts in Asia and Africa, our staff shares the hope of Christ with those who are suffering. Please 
join us in praying that God will use our ministry to help bring justice and shine the light of the Gospel.

A Church in the Slums
Men and women come from all over East Africa to study and work in the bustling capital city of Kampala, Uganda. 
But people typically visit its largest slum, Katanga, for shadier reasons, which has become a red-light district 
synonymous with illicit activities, crime, and high abortion rates. Most of the 20,000 men, women, and children 
who live in this jumble of red-tinted mud huts moved to the city in search of a better life, but instead, they found 
a lack of employment opportunities and a struggle to survive.
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Pastor Job moved to Katanga from Nigeria and felt called to 
serve God’s people working with the My Sister’s Keeper 
project, a Samaritan’s Purse program aimed at helping 
churches reach out to vulnerable women and aid them in 
breaking free from bondage. Through trainings, workshops, 
and community screenings of documentaries like Nefarious (a 
film about human trafficking), congregations are becoming 
aware of the pervasive problem of sexual exploitation in their 
community and are being equipped to respond.

The Problem Is Big. Prostitutes in Katanga work day and night as men from Kampala slip in to pay for forbidden 
sex. When Job and the My Sister’s Keeper program first began looking for ways to help exploited women, they 
contacted a local prostitute ringleader. “We told her to bring us women wanting to get out of the sex trade,” Job 
said. “The first week she brought 30 women. The next week she brought 42. We were shocked!

Paths Into the Sex Trade. Why so many? Pastor Job’s answer: lack of options, pressure, demand, and money.  
Some are trafficked into the sex trade – moving to Kampala from small villages because they were promised work 
in the city at a good wage, unaware that the work they would be doing was prostitution. Others were forced by 
family and told they had to sell their bodies. Others began because they saw no other options. It’s a lucrative 
business.

Becoming a Church for the Broken and Exploited  
Job’s church has become a safe place for women working in prostitution to come for help. Job is teaching his 
congregation to love these women, see their needs, and care for them as Christ would instead of running from 
them. “How can we dance in here and preach the Gospel in here while there are people dying outside our gates? 
God has been breaking our hearts and changing our attitudes.”

Job’s church is one of five in the slums around Kampala being trained and empowered through My Sister’s 
Keeper. Please pray for these pastors and churches and that the women caught in the snare of prostitution will 
find freedom and forgiveness through faith in Christ.
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Global Hunger Relief
http://www.globalhungerrelief.com
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Global Hunger Relief (GHR) is an initiative of Southern Baptists that combats hunger in North America and 
around the world in a wide variety of ways, from participating in disaster relief to addressing chronic hunger, from 
eliminating urban food deserts to helping women rescued from sex trafficking – and much more. 

Only Global Hunger Relief uses 100% of all contributions to feed hungry people. The goal of GHR hunger projects 
is communities and lives transformed... for today, tomorrow, and forever. The Good News of salvation through 
Christ is always foundational. GHR funds are used in Gospel-centered hunger projects that share God’s love in 
both word and deed. GHR partners work to help people discover the new life God offers them, learning how to 
provide for themselves and share new life with others.

Because you give to Global Missions, we are able to support GHR and be a part of stories like the one on the 
following page.
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Nutrition Clinic Serves Children and Families
with Help of Global Hunger Relief

Every week, 10 new orphaned infants are carried through the doors of the nutrition clinic overseen by 
Lane and Lisa.* Death of the mother in childbirth is a very common occurrence in their region.  
“80-year-old grandmothers are often given a newborn baby to care for in the death of the mother. 
These grandmothers are already living meal to meal, often only eating every other day, so finding the 
means to provide for an infant is totally beyond their reach,” said Lisa, a missionary living in one 
poorest parts of the continent of Africa.

The missionaries oversee a nutrition clinic supported in part by Global Hunger Relief in a country 
where chronic malnutrition is rampant and one out of every ten children die before their fifth birthday, 
according to the United Nations Development Program. Their clinic distributes a grain-based 
nutritional mix weekly to approximately 300 starving and malnourished children. In addition, they 
distribute goats to families to help feed newborns and children through their clinic.  

Lane and Lisa spend much time outside the doors of the clinic and in the villages, following up with 
the families who have visited, checking on the progress of the children and the care of the goats. Their 
work has built relationships and opened many doors for the Gospel.  

Lisa issued a call to the mothers in the United States who could partner with them in their work by 
giving to Global Hunger Relief. “Please don’t ignore this reality. There are babies crying from hunger 
and thirst. There are moms trying to nurse who have not seen food in days. Pray for them. Earnestly 
pray for these needs – both physical and spiritual.”

*Names have been changed for security purposes
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