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Introduction
Revelation – Part 2
Revelation 1:9-20


Four truths as We Prepare for the End


1. Suffering is to be expected as a follower of Jesus.

I, John, am your brother and your partner in suffering and in God’s Kingdom and in the patient endurance to which Jesus calls us. I was exiled to the island of Patmos for preaching the word of God and for my testimony about Jesus. Revelation 1:9 

“If you are suffering as a Christian, and because you are a Christian, it is one of the surest proofs you can ever have of the fact that you are a child of God.” D. Martin Lloyd-Jones


2. We don’t worship because of what we are experiencing but because of who Jesus is.

It was the Lord’s Day, and I was worshiping in the Spirit. Suddenly, I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet blast. It said, “Write in a book everything you see, and send it to the seven churches in the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” Revelation 1:10-11

Someone said, hunters hunt; runners run; shoppers shop; workers work; and worshippers worship.  If we know Jesus, we will worship Jesus!


3. Jesus is often encountered in the midst of the difficulties of life.

When I turned to see who was speaking to me, I saw seven gold lampstands.  And standing in the middle of the lampstands was someone like the Son of Man. He was wearing a long robe with a gold sash across his chest.  His head and his hair were white like wool, as white as snow. And his eyes were like flames of fire.  His feet were like polished bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice thundered like mighty ocean waves.  He held seven stars in his right hand, and a sharp two-edged sword came from his mouth. And his face was like the sun in all its brilliance.  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I were dead. But he laid his right hand on me and said, “Don’t be afraid! I am the First and the Last. I am the living one. I died, but look—I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and the grave. Revelation 1:12-18

When you face the difficulties of life, don’t immediately try to find a way out.  Instead, look and listen, and maybe you will experience a fresh encounter with our Lord.


4. God’s purpose is not to conceal but to reveal.  He wants us to know what the future holds so we can be prepared.

“Write down what you have seen—both the things that are now happening and the things that will happen.  This is the meaning of the mystery of the seven stars you saw in my right hand and the seven gold lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. Revelation 1:19-20

"Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after these things. Revelation 1:19 (NASB)

All the mysteries of God’s Word will be revealed in due time.

