April 30, 2022

Growing Pains – Part 3
Naked and Not Ashamed
Genesis 2:25-3:7
· This is God’s Word.  

· It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. 

· It has God for its author, 

· salvation for its end, 


· and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. 

· It is the supreme source of truth 

· for what we believe 

· and how we live.  
Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame. Genesis 2:25
God intended marriage to be a place of 

“nakedness without shame.”

The word “Naked” implies Being Exposed.

Nothing was Hidden or Covered Up.
They were completely exposed before 

God and One Another.
This was life before sin entered the world!

The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the LORD God had made…  Genesis 3:1 
Satan Doubted God’s Word.

…One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in the garden?” Genesis 3:1 
Unless we are grounded in God’s Word, we will become confused about God’s Commands.

“Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. “It’s only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’” Genesis 3:2-3
Satan Denied God’s Word.

“You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. “God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.” Genesis 3:4-5
Eve believed the lie!

The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, too. Genesis 3:6
That’s when the Great Cover Up began.
At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves. When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard the LORD God walking about in the garden. So they hid from the LORD God among the trees. Then the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was naked.” “Who told you that you were naked?” the LORD God asked. “Have you eaten from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?” The man replied, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.” Genesis 3:7-12
Everything Changed!

Shame began to dictate everything they did and we do!

We see ourselves and others differently.

Rather than expose ourselves and being transparent, we cover up and keep things to ourselves.

We try to hide from God rather than running to God.
We blame one another.  

That’s what sin did to our relationships.
So How Can We Reverse the Great Cover Up and Become Transparent with God and One Another Again?
Be honest with yourself.

Be honest with God.

Be honest with your spouse.

The cross experienced personally and applied relationally can take us back to “naked and not ashamed.”
