May 14, 2022

Growing Pains – Part 5
A Word to Children (Of All Ages)
Exodus 20:12

· This is God’s Word.  

· It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. 

· It has God for its author, 

· salvation for its end, 


· and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. 

· It is the supreme source of truth 

· for what we believe 

· and how we live.  
“Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full life in the land the LORD your God is giving you. Exodus 20:12 

The Principle: Honor Your Parents

The Promise: Long Life

Why Did God Give This Command?

· There are no perfect parents.

· Respect for authority begins at home.

· How I relate to my parents will affect every other relationship I have.

How Do I Honor My Parents?

1. As a child, I honor my parents by OBEYING and RESPECTING them.

Children, obey your parents because you belong to the Lord, for this is the right thing to do. Ephesians 6:1 

Children, always obey your parents, for this pleases the Lord. Colossians 3:20
Each of you must show great respect for your mother and father… Leviticus 19:3 
Children who mistreat their father or chase away their mother are an embarrassment and a public disgrace. Proverbs 19:26 
2. As I get older, I honor my parents by ACCEPTING and APPRECIATING them.

Acceptance includes…

· Realizing God used them to give me life.

Listen to your father, who gave you life, and don’t despise your mother... Proverbs 23:22 
· Listening to what they say.
Listen to your father, who gave you life, and don’t despise your mother... Proverbs 23:22 
· Forgiving them.

If you insult your father or mother, your light will be snuffed out in total darkness. Proverbs 20:20 

· Focusing on what they did right and appreciate them.

Be grateful for the good things that the LORD your God has given you and your family… Deuteronomy 26:11 (TEV)

Appreciate 

· Their Efforts

· Their Sacrifice

3. As an adult, I honor my parents by AFFIRMING and not ABANDONING them.

· Stay in touch.

· Make sure their needs are met.

But if any do not take care of their relatives, especially the members of their own family, they have denied the faith and are worse than an unbeliever. 1 Timothy 5:8 (TEV)
But if a widow has children or grandchildren, they should learn first to carry out their religious duties toward their own family and in this way repay their parents and grandparents, because that is what pleases God. 1 Timothy 5:4 (TEV)
A Word to Parents: Be Honorable
· Love your children.

· Limit your children.

· Lift up your children.

· Lead your children.
