May 21, 2023
Growing Pains – Part 6
Serving God in Your Generation
1 Samuel 3:19 
· This is God’s Word.  

· It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. 

· It has God for its author, 

· salvation for its end, 


· and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. 

· It is the supreme source of truth 

· for what we believe 

· and how we live.  
As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him, and everything Samuel said proved to be reliable. 1 Samuel 3:19
Then Samuel addressed all Israel…I stand here before you—an old, gray-haired man…I have served as your leader from the time I was a boy to this very day. Now testify against me in the presence of the LORD and before his anointed one. Whose ox or donkey have I stolen? Have I ever cheated any of you? Have I ever oppressed you? Have I ever taken a bribe and perverted justice? Tell me and I will make right whatever I have done wrong.” “No,” they replied, “you have never cheated or oppressed us, and you have never taken even a single bribe.” 1 Samuel 12:1-4

Live your life in such a way that when you come to the end of your life, you will have no regrets.
What made Samuel into the godly man he was?
Samuel had a godly mother.
Hannah was in deep anguish, crying bitterly as she prayed to the LORD. And she made this vow: “O LORD of Heaven’s Armies, if you will look upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give me a son, then I will give him back to you. He will be yours for his entire lifetime… ” 1 Samuel 1:10-11

I asked the LORD to give me this boy, and he has granted my request. Now I am giving him to the LORD, and he will belong to the LORD his whole life.” And they worshiped the LORD there. 1 Samuel 1:27-28
· Hannah prayed for Samuel

· Hannah gave Samuel to the Lord.

Samuel grew up in the Lord’s presence.

…Samuel grew up in the presence of the LORD. 1 Samuel 2:21 
Samuel consistently served the Lord.
But Samuel, though he was only a boy, served the LORD…. 1 Samuel 2:18
Meanwhile, the boy Samuel served the LORD… 1 Samuel 3:1 
Samuel listened to the Lord.

One night Eli, who was almost blind by now, had gone to bed. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was sleeping in the Tabernacle near the Ark of God. Suddenly the LORD called out, “Samuel!” “Yes?” Samuel replied. “What is it?” He got up and ran to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” “I didn’t call you,” Eli replied. “Go back to bed.” So he did. Then the LORD called out again, “Samuel!” Again Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” “I didn’t call you, my son,” Eli said. “Go back to bed.” Samuel did not yet know the LORD because he had never had a message from the LORD before. So the LORD called a third time, and once more Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” Then Eli realized it was the LORD who was calling the boy. So he said to Samuel, “Go and lie down again, and if someone calls again, say, ‘Speak, LORD, your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went back to bed. And the LORD came and called as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant is listening.” 1 Samuel 3:2-10
How Does God Speak to Us Today?
· The Holy Spirit

But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you. John 14:26 
· God’s Word

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 2 Timothy 3:16

· God’s People
Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives…  Colossians 3:16
Samuel never compromised God’s Word.

Then Samuel said to all the people of Israel, “If you are really serious about wanting to return to the LORD, get rid of your foreign gods and your images of Ashtoreth. Determine to obey only the LORD; then he will rescue you from the Philistines.” 1 Samuel 7:3 
