June 4, 2023
Growing Pains – Part 8
Single and Satisfied
1 Corinthians 7:7-9, 25-38
· This is God’s Word.  

· It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. 

· It has God for its author, 

· salvation for its end, 


· and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. 

· It is the supreme source of truth 

· for what we believe 

· and how we live.  
Some Facts about Singleness in America

· Singles now outnumber married adults.

· Almost half of new births are to unmarried mothers.

· Only 30% of Millennials say having a successful marriage is “one of the most important things in life.” This is down from 47% of Gen Xer’s

· In 2020 four in ten Americans believe marriage is becoming obsolete.

But I wish everyone were single, just as I am. But God gives to some the gift of marriage, and to others the gift of singleness. So I say to those who aren’t married and to widows—it’s better to stay unmarried, just as I am. But if they can’t control themselves, they should go ahead and marry. It’s better to marry than to burn with lust. 1 Corinthians 7:7-9
Now regarding your question about the young women who are not yet married. I do not have a command from the Lord for them. But the Lord in his mercy has given me wisdom that can be trusted, and I will share it with you. Because of the present crisis, I think it is best to remain as you are. If you have a wife, do not seek to end the marriage. If you do not have a wife, do not seek to get married. But if you do get married, it is not a sin. And if a young woman gets married, it is not a sin. However, those who get married at this time will have troubles, and I am trying to spare you those problems. But let me say this, dear brothers and sisters: The time that remains is very short. So from now on, those with wives should not focus only on their marriage. Those who weep or who rejoice or who buy things should not be absorbed by their weeping or their joy or their possessions. Those who use the things of the world should not become attached to them. For this world as we know it will soon pass away. I want you to be free from the concerns of this life. An unmarried man can spend his time doing the Lord’s work and thinking how to please him. But a married man has to think about his earthly responsibilities and how to please his wife. His interests are divided. In the same way, a woman who is no longer married or has never been married can be devoted to the Lord and holy in body and in spirit. But a married woman has to think about her earthly responsibilities and how to please her husband. I am saying this for your benefit, not to place restrictions on you. I want you to do whatever will help you serve the Lord best, with as few distractions as possible. But if a man thinks that he’s treating his fiancée improperly and will inevitably give in to his passion, let him marry her as he wishes. It is not a sin. But if he has decided firmly not to marry and there is no urgency and he can control his passion, he does well not to marry. So the person who marries his fiancée does well, and the person who doesn’t marry does even better. 1 Corinthians 7:25-38
Some Myths about Marriage and Singleness

Myth #1: Marriage is God’s plan for everyone.

Myth #2: My life + someone else = happiness.
Myth #3: Singleness results in loneliness while marriage results in intimacy.

Myth #4: Singles are limited in their service to God.

What Does the Bible Say About Singleness?

1. Singleness is a GOOD thing.
Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am. 1 Corinthians 7:8 (NIV)

So the person who marries his fiancée does well, and the person who doesn’t marry does even better. 1 Corinthians 7:38 

2. See your singleness as a GIFT to others.

But I wish everyone were single, just as I am. Yet each person has a special gift from God of one kind or another.  1 Corinthians 7:7 

3. Whether you’re married or unmarried, remain committed to SEXUAL PURITY.

But if you can’t control yourselves, go ahead and marry. It is better to marry than to burn with lust. 1 Corinthians 7:9 (TLB)

4. Marriage brings its own TROUBLES.

…those who get married at this time will have troubles, and I am trying to spare you those problems. 1 Corinthians 7:28 

5. Being single is more like HEAVEN.
But let me say this, dear brothers and sisters: The time that remains is very short…For this world as we know it will soon pass away. 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

For when the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage. In this respect they will be like the angels in heaven. Matthew 22:30 

6. Use your singleness to SERVE THE LORD.

I want you to be free from the concerns of this life. An unmarried man can spend his time doing the Lord’s work and thinking how to please him. But a married man has to think about his earthly responsibilities and how to please his wife. His interests are divided. In the same way, a woman who is no longer married or has never been married can be devoted to the Lord and holy in body and in spirit. But a married woman has to think about her earthly responsibilities and how to please her husband. I am saying this for your benefit, not to place restrictions on you. I want you to do whatever will help you serve the Lord best, with as few distractions as possible. 1 Corinthians 7:32-35
