Faith in the Old Testament: 
Part 1- Abel
Genesis 4:1-12/Hebrews 4



· This is God’s Word. 
· It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. 
· It has God for its author, 
· Salvation for its end, 
· And truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. 
· It is the supreme source of truth
· For what we believe
· And how we live. 



Now Adam had sexual relations with his wife, Eve, and she became pregnant. When she gave birth to Cain, she said, “With the Lord’s help, I have produced a man!”
Later, she gave birth to his brother and named him Abel. When they grew up, Abel became a shepherd, while Cain cultivated the ground. 
When it was time for the harvest, Cain presented some of his crops as a gift to the LORD. Abel also brought a gift- the best of the firstborn lambs from his flock. The LORD accepted Abel and his gift but did not accept Cain and his gift. This made Cain very angry, and he looked dejected. “Why are so angry?” the LORD asked Cain. “Why do you look so dejected? You will be accepted if you do what is right. But if you refuse to do what is right, then watch out! Sin is crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue it and be its master.” 
One day Cain suggested to his brother, “Let’s go out into the fields.” And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother, Abel, and killed him. Afterward, the LORD asked Cain, “Where is your brother? Where is Abel?” “I don’t know,” Cain responded. “Am I my brother’s guardian?” But the LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground! Now you are cursed and banished from the ground, which has swallowed your brother’s blood. No longer will the ground yield good crops for you, no matter how hard you work! From now on you will be a homeless wanderer on the earth.” Genesis 4:1-12


Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see. 
Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation. 
By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s command, that what we now see did not come from anything that can be seen. 
It was by faith that Abel brought a more acceptable offering to God than Cain did. Abel’s offering gave evidence that he was a righteous man, and God showed his approval of his 



gifts. Although Abel is long dead, he still speaks to us by his example of faith. 
Hebrews 11:1-4


Because of Abel’s Faith…

· He Brought the Right Sacrifice.
· He was Declared Righteous.
· He Still Speaks Today.

