July 28, 2024
Faith in the Old Testament: Part 8
Elijah
James 5:17-18 / 1 Kings 17:1- 2 Kings 2:11
•
This is God’s Word.  

•
It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. 

•
It has God for its author, 

•
salvation for its end, 


•
and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. 

•
It is the supreme source of truth 

•
for what we believe 

•
and how we live.  
Elijah was as human as we are, and yet when he prayed earnestly that no rain would fall, none fell for three and a half years! Then, when he prayed again, the sky sent down rain and the earth began to yield its crops. James 5:17-18

Elijah’s name means “Yahweh” is my God.

Elijah Had Faith in God’s Provision.
 Now Elijah, who was from Tishbe in Gilead, told King Ahab, “As surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives—the God I serve—there will be no dew or rain during the next few years until I give the word!” 1 Kings 17:1 
· God Provided in the Wilderness.

Then the LORD said to Elijah, “Go to the east and hide by Kerith Brook, near where it enters the Jordan River. Drink from the brook and eat what the ravens bring you, for I have commanded them to bring you food.”  So, Elijah did as the LORD told him... 1 Kings 17:2-5
· God Provided Through a Poor Widow.

But after a while the brook dried up, for there was no rainfall anywhere in the land. Then the LORD said to Elijah, “Go and live in the village of Zarephath, near the city of Sidon. I have instructed a widow there to feed you.” So, he went to Zarephath… 1 Kings 17:7-10
Wherever God Guides, He Provides!

Whenever We Have Faith God Will Provide, the Result Will be Obedience!

Elijah Had Faith in God’s Power.

Some time later the woman’s son became sick. He grew worse and worse, and finally he died…But Elijah replied, “Give me your son.” …And he stretched himself out over the child three times and cried out to the LORD, “O LORD my God, please let this child’s life return to him.” The LORD heard Elijah’s prayer, and the life of the child returned, and he revived! 1 Kings 17:17-22
Whenever We Have Faith in God’s Power, the Result Will be Asking God for the Impossible!

Elijah Had Faith in God’s Protection.

Later on, in the third year of the drought, the LORD said to Elijah, “Go and present yourself to King Ahab. Tell him that I will soon send rain!” So, Elijah went to appear before Ahab. Meanwhile, the famine had become very severe in Samaria…When Ahab saw him, he exclaimed, “So, is it really you, you troublemaker of Israel?” “I have made no trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “You and your family are the troublemakers, for you have refused to obey the commands of the LORD and have worshiped the images of Baal instead.  Now summon all Israel to join me at Mount Carmel, along with the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of Asherah who are supported by Jezebel.”  So, Ahab summoned all the people of Israel and the prophets to Mount Carmel. Then Elijah stood in front of them and said, “How much longer will you waver, hobbling between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!” But the people were completely silent. 1 Kings 18:1-2, 17-21
Elijah the prophet walked up to the altar and prayed, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, prove today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant. Prove that I have done all this at your command. O LORD, answer me! Answer me so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God and that you have brought them back to yourself.”  Immediately the fire of the LORD flashed down from heaven and burned up the young bull, the wood, the stones, and the dust. It even licked up all the water in the trench! And when all the people saw it, they fell face down on the ground and cried out, “The LORD—he is God! Yes, the LORD is God!” 1 Kings 18:36-39
Then Elijah commanded, “Seize all the prophets of Baal. Don’t let a single one escape!” So, the people seized them all, and Elijah took them down to the Kishon Valley and killed them there. 1 Kings 18:40
Whenever We Have Faith in God’s Protection, the Result Will be the Courage to Confront Sin!

WARNING!

Even With Faith, Elijah Still Struggled With Problems.

When Ahab got home, he told Jezebel everything Elijah had done, including the way he had killed all the prophets of Baal. So, Jezebel sent this message to Elijah: “May the gods strike me and even kill me if by this time tomorrow I have not killed you just as you killed them.” Elijah was afraid and fled for his life…Then he went on alone into the wilderness…sat down under a solitary broom tree and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, LORD…Take my life…” 1 Kings 19:1-4

The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by." 1 Kings 19:11 (NIV)

Our Faith is Strengthened and Sustained When We are in the Lord’s Presence!
