August 4, 2024
Faith in the Old Testament: Part 9
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
Daniel 3 / Hebrews 11:32-40 

•	This is God’s Word.  
•	It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. 
•	It has God for its author, 
•	salvation for its end, 	
•	and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. 
•	It is the supreme source of truth 
•	for what we believe 
•	and how we live.  


If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. 
But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.” Daniel 3:17-18



How Can We Develop An “Even if He Doesn’t” Kind of Faith?



Faith That Says “Even if He Doesn’t” is Built from the Foundation Up.


And the king went up to the Temple of the LORD with all the people of Judah and Jerusalem, along with the priests and the prophets—all the people from the least to the greatest. There the king read to them the entire Book of the Covenant that had been found in the LORD’s Temple.  The king took his place of authority beside the pillar and renewed the covenant in the LORD’s presence. He pledged to obey the LORD by keeping all his commands, laws, and decrees with all his heart and soul. In this way, he confirmed all the terms of the covenant that were written in the scroll, and all the people pledged themselves to the covenant. 2 Kings 23:2-3



That foundation is the Word of God and desires the Glory of God!



Faith that Says, “Even if He Doesn’t” Grows During the Trials of Life.



The king was furious when he heard this, and he ordered that all the wise men of Babylon be executed.  And because of the king’s decree, men were sent to find and kill Daniel and his friends. Daniel 2:12-13



So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you have to endure many trials for a little while. These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So, when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 1 Peter 1:6-7


Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow.  So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. James 1:2-4



When Trials Come, Ask God What He is Wanting to Do in Your Life.




Faith that Says “Even if He Doesn’t” is Willing to Say “No” to the World Regardless of the Cost.



“Anyone who refuses to obey will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” Daniel 3:6 




Faith isn’t believing God is going to do what I want Him to do.
Faith is doing what God wants me to do and trusting Him regardless of the consequences.





How much more do I need to say? It would take too long to recount the stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and all the prophets.  By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of lions, quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword. Their weakness was turned to strength. They became strong in battle and put whole armies to flight. Women received their loved ones back again from death. 
BUT
Others were tortured, refusing to turn from God in order to be set free. They placed their hope in a better life after the resurrection. Some were jeered at, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others were chained in prisons.  Some died by stoning, some were sawed in half, and others were killed with the sword. Some went about wearing skins of sheep and goats, destitute and oppressed and mistreated. They were too good for this world, wandering over deserts and mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the ground.  All these people earned a good reputation because of their faith, yet none of them received all that God had promised.  For God had something better in mind for us, so that they would not reach perfection without us. Hebrews 11:32-40


God Has Something Far Better for Us Than Anything That Can Be Found in This World!
